282	THE PALMS  OF  BRITISH  INDIA   AND  CEYLON
description.—A strong climber. Sheathed stem of the upper
part of the flowering plant li~l|- inch in diameter, in young
plants more or less trigonous. Leaf-sheaths obliquely truncate
and with thin, dry, lacerated borders at the mouth, sprinkled
with scattered conical spines- Intermediate leaves 6-7 feet long,
having a short petiolar part, glabrescent or slightly scurfy,
sparingly clawed along the centre beneath. Leaflets numerous,
equidistant, firmly papyraceous, lanceolate, largest about their
middle. Male spaclix: A partial inflorescence of a uniform
fulvous tint; flower-bearing1 branchlets all turned to one side;
spathes tubular-infundibuliform, closely sheathing, obliquely
truncate and ciliate at the mouth. Spikelets reduced to glome-
rules composed of 5-7 flowers in all, disposed in two series;
spathels bracteiform, acute, membranous, striato ciliate; involucre
slightly concave* more or less distinctly 3-toothed and striately
veined. Male flowers globose-ovoid, very obsoletely 3-gonoust
with a broad base and an obscurely pyramidate point; calyx
subcoriaeeous, thickish, glabrous, shortly and broadly 3-toothed;
corolla broadly ovoid; petals cartilaginous*, ovate-elliptical,
acute; stamens 6; filaments united in their lower part and
forming there a small fleshy cup; anthers broadly ovate, blunt,
<;ells opening laterally. Rudimentary ovary none. Female inflore-
scence consisting of a large leafy panicle, composed of several
^gradually curtailed and nodding partial inflorescences, each
issuing from the bottom of the sheath of a reduced leaf, Spike-
jlets composed of only 2, at times S or at most 4 equally
•developed- female flowers, no neuter flowers; each flower
furnished with a shallowly eupular truncate involucre; externally
to the involucre a short, thickish bracteole. Female flowers
broadly ovoid, obtusely trigonous, bluntish; calyx of a thick
texture, cupular, broadly 3-toothed, obsoletely keeled, teeth
'obtuse; corolla twice as long as calyx, parted down below the
middle into 3 subcoriaceous broadly ovate acute lobes. Fruit
{immature) roundish turbinate, terminated by the small remains
of the stigmas; scales very numerous, but regularly arranged
in about 35 longitudinal series, with very finely fimbriate
whitish edges, non-pitted; albumen equable; embryo basal.
Fruiting perianth broadly campamilate.
habitat.—South Burma, Malay Peninsula, Sumatra.

